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Notes and Rests - from the Maestro 
 

The next several days look like they are going to be 
nasty – low temperatures and lots of snow!  It has 
been recommended that I offer up something 
unusual for you folks!   The first will be information 
on the United States Marine Band‛s livestreaming 
season opener – “The Many Sided Sousa.” I have 
listed/watched the livestreaming and it like a visit 
with old friends and meeting a number of new 
friends.  Enjoy! 

  
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- John Philip Sousa – one of the most recognizable names in the wind band music world – was the 17th Director of the 
Marine Band. During his time as leader of the band, he ushered in a new era of excellence within the organization: a standard upheld by every 
director and musician since. 

To honor his legacy, the Marine Band opens every spring concert season with a tribute to Sousa. Join the Marine Band for this annual 
tradition at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 18 at the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center at Northern Virginia Community College in 
Alexandria. The concert will also be livestreamed via the Marine Band‛s YouTube channel. 

View Program 

Enjoy the many sides of Sousa with a program that puts his musical versatility on full display. Concertgoers can expect to hear iconic and 
beloved marches as well as lesser known yet exceptionally delightful Sousa pieces, including a waltz and a suite for band. 

This star-studded program features two special guests: Loras John Schissel as a guest moderator and Col. John Bourgeois, USMC (Ret.), 
Director Emeritus of the Marine Band as a guest conductor. 

Schissel, an extremely accomplished conductor, composer and musicologist, is a senior musicologist at the Library of Congress as well as the 
leading expert on the music of Leonard Bernstein, Percy Grainger and Aaron Copland. Over the course of his career, he has composed over 500 
works for a variety of musical groups, conducted many prestigious ensembles and founded the Virginia Grand Military Band. As the guest 
moderator, he‛ll share his wealth of knowledge about pieces on the program. 

Bourgeois was the 25th Director of “The President‛s Own” from 1979-96 and served as music adviser to the White House. He led the band on 
its first overseas performances to the Netherlands and the former Soviet Union and left an indelible mark on the band. Bourgeois will return to 
conduct two selections: Hector Berlioz‛s Trojan March from Les Troyens and Jacques Offenbach‛s Galop from Geneviève de Brabant, which is 
credited as the melodic origin of The Marines‛ Hymn. 

The program also features two lively solo performances. Soprano Staff Sgt. Hannah Davis is the vocal soloist on Sousa‛s “The Crystal Lute.” This 
waltz piece was originally part of Sousa‛s 1913 operetta The American Maid, set during the Spanish-American War.   

Clarinetist Gunnery Sgt. Samuel Ross will perform Pablo de Sarasate‛s famous Carmen fantaisie, Opus 25, which contains some of the most 
revered themes from George Bizet‛s opera Carmen. Ross said the following about the piece: 

“Carmen is one of the most performed operas of all time, in part because of its iconic melodies and lyricism. This is a piece that makes the many 
hours of practicing scales and arpeggios in school feel worth it! The composition demands intense velocity and control, the likes of which should 
hopefully keep the listener on the edge of their seat.” 

In addition to these featured works and Sousa pieces, the band will perform Patrick Gilmore‛s When Johnny Comes Marching Home and Richard 
Wagner‛s Prelude to Act III from Lohengrin. Don‛t miss out on this action-packed program to kick off the 2026 concert season! The 
performance is free; tickets are not required.   
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https://www.youtube.com/usmarineband
https://www.marineband.marines.mil/Portals/175/Docs/Programs/01182026.pdf
https://youtu.be/lyFCJd0OCCM?si=TprJPyw-1ma5JLGK
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Rodeo is a ballet composed by Aaron Copland and choreographed by Agnes de Mille, which premiered in 1942. Subtitled 
"The Courting at Burnt Ranch", the ballet consists of five sections: "Buckaroo Holiday", "Corral Nocturne", "Ranch House 
Party", "Saturday Night Waltz", and "Hoe-Down". The symphonic version omits "Ranch House Party", leaving the other 
sections relatively intact.  Please access the link for the ballet - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PGkJkpK1yU 
 

Rehearsal playlist order for Wednesday, January 28th – 7:00 p.m. 
Rehearsal order will be provided on Wednesday from the list of pieces listed below! 
Rhapsody, American Folk Rhapsody No. 2 (1959) ............................  Clare Grundman * 
 

March, Flags of Freedom (1918)  ......................................................  John Philip Sousa # 
 

Ashokan Farewell (from The Civil War) (1983)  .................................................  Jay Unger # 
Calvin Custer 

 

Bonnie Eloise (Belle of Mohawk Vale) (1858/2015)  .............................................  J.P. Thomas # 
Ronald C. Knoener 

 

Brass Choir, Variations on Mighty Fortress Is Our God  (1959/1917)       Martin Luther # 
Kevin Kaisershort 

 

Woodwind Choir, Symphony No. 5, mvt 1  (1816/1973) ……………………      Franz Schubert # 
Nilo Hovey 

 

Patrol, American Patrol (1978) ………………………………………………     Frank Wright Meacham #   
                                                                                                                     Frank Erickson 

 

Clarinet Duet, Clarinet Candy (1962)  ...................................................  Leroy Anderson * 
Mary Ann Grof-Neiman & Erich Standar (solo clarinet) 

 

Flute Trio, The Penny Whistle (1951)  .................................................  Leroy Anderson * 
Dr. Tracy Gulling-Tracy Gulling-Leftwich, Amy Muhl, and Sue McLaughlin, (solo flutes) 

 
Rag, The Wrong Note Rag (from Wonderful Town) (1953/2005) …………..      Leonard Bernstein * 
                                                                                                                             Ted Ricketts 
 

Saxophone Ensemble, Sax Serenade (1958)  .........................................  Ira P. Schwarz * 
Robert Moore and Margo Miller (alto), Marcia Warden (tenor), and Gwen Gtrehle (baritone) 

 
Hymn, Goin’ Home (from Symphony 9, largo (1893/1996) … …………………………   Antonín Dvořák * 

Jari Villanneva 

* Marcus Neiman, conducting 
# Amy Muhl, conducting  

 
Please be aware that there are several pieces that will be uploaded to the Repertoire drive and passed out at Wednesday’s 
rehearsal. 
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